
 

 
 

Connect Charter School 
Principal’s Message: Dr. Phil Butterfield 
It’s hard to believe that we have already arrived at the beginning of October and fall break is 

only a few days away. After a busy start up, things really revved up with the outdoor 

education trips getting underway towards the end of August and continuing until the last 

grade 4 excursion ended last week. Teachers at all grade levels demonstrated the incredible 

value of our outdoor education programs by tailoring activities to meet or complement 

learning outcomes being addressed in the classroom. Bringing learning to life is an essential 

element of an inquiry focus and reinforces the foundations of our charter.   

 

Parent volunteers also played pivotal roles before and during the outdoor ed trips by 

participating in work bees to set up camps and by participating on the trips to provide 

necessary support in everything from meal preparation to the supervision of students.  The 

grade 8 Rocky Mountain Tour is known to be one of the most challenging of the grade-wide 

multi-day camps, however this year’s version made past RMT’s seem tame by comparison, 

as a Norovirus made its way through many students, staff, and parents.  Teachers, parents, 

and Mr. Petronech, as the administrative representative on the trip, are all to be highly 

commended for dealing with this situation in a calm and efficient manner – my sincere thanks 

to all of you. 

 

Parents are also playing key roles in many other aspects of the school, including volunteering 

on a multitude of committees and attending to many requests for assistance from staff and 

administration.  School Council is comprised of a committed group of parents who serve an 

important function in collaborating with school leadership to determine the most effective 

means to strengthen our school community and engage parents as partners in their child’s 

learning.  I am looking forward to continuing discussions with council members and executive 

on how we can work together to support our community. 

 

As we approach fall break and the mid-point of the first term, we are looking forward to our 

Terry Fox Run on October 3rd as well as scheduled parent-teacher conferences on Thursday 

October 6th from 4-8pm and Friday October 7th from 8am-1pm. In response to survey 

feedback, we have increased the number of available time slots for interviews but needed to 

reduce the time to 10 minutes per interview.  Should you or the teachers feel more time is 

required to address specific concerns, a mutually convenient time will be arranged outside of 

the parent-teacher conferences for a meeting that can include all staff members who should 

be present.  Have a wonderful Thanksgiving weekend and fall break. 

Phil Butterfield, EdD 

Principal 
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Marigold is October Flower 



Some Connect News … 
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The Baillie family, who were members of the Calgary Science School /Connect 
Charter School community, have created a very generous scholarship for alumni 
of Calgary Science School/Connect Charter School.  Wendy and Doug were 
committed parent volunteers, and their two sons, Grant and Cameron, 
graduated from our school in 2012. The scholarship will be awarded annually to 
university students who have completed at least one pre-service teaching 
placement. 

The recipients must be passionate about bringing a disposition of inquiry and 
innovation to their classroom. We were very honoured and pleased with the 
generosity of the Baillie family in supporting our alumni and the ideals of our 
school.  Mrs. Wendy Baillie was a very strong and active member of our Board 
of Directors and served on the team that wrote and submitted the Charter 
Renewal document that resulted in our school receiving a fifteen-year charter.  

She was Vice-Chair for several years, and presented or contributed to the 
dialogue with several Ministers of Education.  Her presentations were thorough, 
professional and greatly benefitted our school community. She was also the 
Chair of the Communications Committee, and her contributions to the school 
during her tenure on the Board of Directors were much appreciated.  On behalf 
of the Connect Charter School Community, we extend our deep gratitude to the 
Baillie Family and look forward to our alumni receiving these scholarships and 
furthering innovative education for Alberta students. Information will be posted 
on the Connect website. 
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On Tuesday, October 4, Connect School Council hosted an informative 
workshop led by the Alberta School Councils Association. The workshop was 
entitled “School Council Purpose”. The intention was to guide the Connect 
community and the School Council in Council’s roles and responsibilities as well 
as future planning. School Council is looking forward to hosting more workshops 
through the Alberta School Council Association as the year continues.  
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October 
Calendar  

�
·  Calendar is available 

through this link: 
http://connectcharter.ca/a
nnual-calendars/# 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Enjoy the  
Fall Break  

 
 
  
 

   



Connect Athletics … 
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The Connect Charter School Athletic program competes within 
the Calgary Alternative Athletic Association (CAAA). The 
Connect Athletic Department offers the following sports for our 
students within the CAAA: Cross Country (grades 4-9); 
Volleyball (Grades 7-9); Wrestling (Grades 6-9); Basketball 
(Grades 7-9); Badminton (Grades 7-9); Track & Field (Grades 6-
9). 

The CAAA requires that a certified teacher be responsible for a 
school team in a competition endorsed by the CAAA. As a result 
of this, teachers employed at Connect will undertake coaching 
responsibilities. 

We realize that parents play a critical role in supporting the athletic development of children. Among the 
opportunities available for parents within the Connect Athletic Program are: assistant coaching, driving 
students to and from competition (with submitted driver’s abstract); maintenance of uniforms; supplies (some 
events require food/drink for athletes,) coaches and volunteer room attendees, purchasing and receipt of 
medals/ribbons; line judges; score keepers; set-up and takedown of events hosted by Connect. 

All volunteer coaches must complete 1 of 2 training options: 
NCCP (Making Ethical Decisions & Managing Conflict) OR 
ASAA (Teaching and Managing Behaviour, Fundamentals of 
Coaching, Engaging Effectively with Parents & Safety 
Guidelines.) 

 

      

 

 

Sport for Life for Parents 
Kids who have fun playing a sport are more 
likely to stay active and healthy for their 
entire lifetime. They also have a better 
chance of becoming a top athlete. So make 
it fun, and make it quality!�

True Sport 
1. Go For It 
2. Play Fair 
3. Respect Others 
4. Keep It Fun 
5. Stay Healthy 
6. Include Everyone 
7. Give Back 

For sport to be truly good and have 
The opportunity to make the greatest 
difference, all seven of these principles 
need to be in play at all times, working in 
perfect balance with one another. 



Bike YYC Elective … 
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This term brings the third offering of the Bike YYC elective. This elective utilizes the school’s growing fleet of 
commuter bicycles to have students gain knowledge, skill and comfort using and navigating the city’s 
extensive pathways and bike lanes. Previous terms have offered this elective only at the grade 8/9 level due 
to a lack of smaller framed bikes. In term 1 of this year we were able to offer Bike YYC elective to Grade 6/7 
students. This was facilitated through help from John Fransky at Bow Cycle & Sports, who was able to find a 
bike that would fit our smaller riders, but still fit the criteria we used when we purchased our original fleet of 
thirty Norco “City Glides”. Mr. Schmeichel, Ms. Montieth, Dr. Butterfield and Ms. James have thus been able 
to outfit all 26 students in their elective with school bikes, thanks to access to a wide range of sizes. The use 
of school bikes has many advantages. All school bikes have the same wheel size, allowing teachers to use 
the same tube on all bikes and all students to have the same ride quality and speed. School bikes are 
regularly maintained by the PE team and parent volunteers, thus improving safety and increasing class ride 
time by eliminating day-of-maintenance needs. We are looking forward to increased use of the school bike 
this term in electives and in spring in both elective and Physical Education classes. Happy trails! 
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Criteria for school bikes  Norco City Glide  
 

Norco Indie  

·  700c wheel size with slick tires – provides a smooth ride with low 
rolling resistance; 

·  Hand brakes – allows for the instruction of proper braking 
technique; 

·  Adjustable seat height – in order to fit many sizes of rider; 
·  Multiple gears on the rear wheel only – allows for teaching proper 

shifting technique, but decreases maintenance costs by removing 
front derailleur; 

·  A bell – it’s the law; and a kickstand – allows easy storages and 
prevents damage to the rear derailleur and hanger.�
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Music News …  
���"���"�+��������,��������	�-�"��.�������
�
We are excited to be back for the 2016-2017 school year with many music performing opportunities. First, an 
introduction from the intern teacher working with your child this semester until Winter Break: 
 

“Hello! My name is Allison Kwantes, and I will be working alongside Andrew Bolen as a 
teacher intern. I have my Bachelor of Arts in Music from Ambrose University in 
Saxophone performance and I'm in my final semester of my education degree at the 
University of Lethbridge. I am originally from Calgary and have a variety of performance 
experience. I have performed in various musical groups such as Westwinds Gold Jazz 
Bands as well as playing in various rock and jazz groups. I am very excited to be 
working with Andrew and the students of the Connect Charter School, and I cannot wait 
to create some wonderful music!” 
 

The grade 4&5 music classes will engage your child in learning new music by singing and playing various 
string, percussion and woodwind instruments. We have a wonderful trip planned in February for our grades 
4&5 music students to the Bella Theatre at Mount Royal University to watch the CPO perform. Also, students 
will be able to sign up to ring hand bells during noon hour recess.  
 
Our grades 6&7 band students have already participated in the head start band clinics on August 30. Then we 
were taught by professional musicians to assemble and play their concert band instruments with proper playing 
technique. We recently had a mass band rehearsal with the beginning concert band and a special guest band 
director.   
�

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Grades 7-9 band students have opportunities to join and participate in the full year jazz band ensemble and the 
new ensemble, rock band. Both of these ensembles rehearse during noon hour. The winter concert will be held 
off campus at the Bethany Chapel, the evening of Tuesday, December 6. For a look at all school performing 
events, concerts, and festival performances, please refer to the PVA website for updates and calendar events.  
 
 
Also, our grades 8&9 band students are heading to Bishop Carroll High School to work with their band director, 
Chris Herard (who is a member of the local a cappella vocal group "Heebee Jeebees") . They will be able to 
ask questions about being in a high school band and sit in on one of their rehearsals. All the bands will 
participate in one full day band workshop at the Mount Royal University Music Conservatory. We will engage in 
full band rehearsals and attend special master classes with clinics specific to each instrument.  
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Some Connect News … 
�
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Stop Location/Travel to and from stops: Connect Charter School strives to offer useful bus service for a 
reasonable fee.  There is no established walk limit and families should not assume that their stop will be within 
walking distance.  The balance we achieve gives most students stops within 1.5 km from home. These are the 
numbers for this school year. 

• Students with stops within 1 km: 349 in the morning and 357 in the afternoon. 
• Students with stops between 1 and 1.5 km: 71 in the morning and 68 in the afternoon. 
• Students with no stop within 1.5 km: 31 in the morning and 25 in the afternoon. Only 19 students, 

just 4%, travel more than 1.5 km to their stop both mornings and afternoons. 
• Students choosing a stop more than 1.5 km: 9 in the morning and 12 in the afternoon. Families 

choose these stops to suit their schedule, to reduce ride times, to use childcare or to attend out of 
school activities. All families choose from stops established for the students living in the area. 

• Students living outside Calgary and using a stop in the city: 6 morning and afternoon.  
• Note: Some students are counted twice as they use more than one stop. 

 
Parents are responsible for their student’s trip to and from their stop whether they allow them to walk or not. 
Many families can’t drive to and from the stop but manage to find another solution.  These include carpooling, 
arranging for someone to accompany the student or choosing an alternate stop that better fits the family 
schedule.  It is not up to the transportation committee to provide a closer stop to any family struggling to use 
their assigned stop. The committee plans routes and stops to maximize the number of students with stops 
within 1.5 km, to minimize ride times as much as possible and to attract and retain drivers.  Stops are located 
fairly for all assigned to each stop. Please read through section 12 of the transportation handbook for more 
information. The committee will follow these guidelines to evaluate all requests and decide how to adjust the 
routes in October. 
 
Occasional Rides: Connect Charter offers the use of empty seats for occasional rides to another stop.  These 
trips are available to registered busing students at no cost and to non-registered Connect students for $7.00.  
The occasional fee is often waived depending on the nature of the trip.  It is the school’s goal to facilitate social 
visits among students.  Families can email a written request for a bus pass to Nola Shewfelt or Susan Miller.  
The request must include the date, route, stop and reason for the trip.   Nola or Susan will issue a pass if there 
is a seat available according to the scheduled list of students for that route, not on whether there may be 
students missing from that bus on that day.  On three routes, R2, R3 and R7, Southland sends a full size bus 
although we contract a smaller bus.  There are more seats on these buses than Connect pays for but these 
unpaid seats are not available to Connect students.  
�
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Connect held two Terry Fox Runs on Monday October 3rd at 
North Glenmore Park.  Grades 4 to 6 students ran in the 
morning and the 7 to 9’s in the afternoon. The 5 kilometre 
course took students past provincial markers beginning with 
Newfoundland, where Terry started is marathon of Hope, to 
Thunder Bay, Ontario, where his run ended, and then on to 
British Columbia, where his legacy of hope to find a cure for 
cancer originated. To date, Connect has raised $1,235 for this 
years’ Terry Fox Run.  If you wish to add a pledge, please visit: 
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Terry Fox …  
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The kickoff for this year’s Terry Fox Run took place at Connect on September, 9 with our traditional Terry Fox 
Run assembly. Students learned more about the original Marathon of Hope which saw Terry Fox start in St. 
John’s, Newfoundland and run a full marathon each day until the return of his cancer forced him off the road 
near Thunder Bay, Ontario. Since that day, Canadians have endeavored to continue Terry’s dream in seeing 
the end of cancer. The annual Terry Fox run is how we and countless other Canadian schools have connected 
our communities with Terry’s legacy. 
 
This year, we were fortunate to have a special guest speak to 
our students. Rachel Barlow is a former student here at 
Connect, beginning grade ten this year at Bishop Carroll High 
School following six years as a student here at Connect. This 
summer, Rachel created: Rachel’s Ride 
(http://rachelsride2016.com)  which saw her embark on a bike 
trip across Alberta to raise awareness and funds for the Alberta 
Children’s Hospital. Over a six day period, Rachel cycled 561 
kilometers, starting at the B.C. border of Banff National Park on 
August 22nd and finishing at the Saskatchewan border, east of 
Medicine Hat. Rachel shared with students that she was inspired 
by both Terry Fox and Natasha Gould, a Connect student who 
lost her own brave battle with cancer this past August. In fact, 
Rachel paused on her journey so that she could attend 
Natasha’s celebration of life which took place here in Calgary on 
August 26th.  
 
Rachel shared that each day in her grade nine classroom, she would view a poster that her teacher Ms. 
Groeller displayed containing the famous Ghandi quote “Be the change you wish to see in the world.”  Due 
to a soccer injury a couple years ago, Rachel spent time in the Alberta Children’s Hospital and was deeply 
impacted by the care she received as well as the experiences of other patients that she witnessed. She stated 
that she felt it was time for her to do something with what she was given and her idea for a ride across Alberta 
was born. 
 
Following an inspirational slide show documenting her ride, Rachel challenged Connect students to “be the 
change they wish to see in the world.” It was a unique and special time to have a former student demonstrate 
such a passion for helping others and our fundraising campaign, which culminated with our school Terry Fox 
Run on October 3.  
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Topic of the Month: Camping Season … 
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Grade 5 – Foothills Fall Camp 
 

Foothills Fall Camp was located in the Bow Valley, across from Bow Valley Campground and adjacent to 
YMCA Camp Chief Hector. As seen below, this location offers great views of the front ranges of the Rockies as 
well as close access to wetlands, forests, and grasslands. For this class of grade 5’s it was their first time 
staying in a tent on a school trip. While at camp students took part in team building games, short hikes, Magic 
Spots, Camouflage (the game), talent show, the Animal Game, camp fire, night hikes, dish washing and free 
time. Mr. Sonico, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. Stevenson and Mrs. Mayerle did an outstanding job planning and running 
this brand new camp. We are really looking forward to continuing to develop the program and activities for next 
year in order to continually improve our Outdoor Education experiences. Again, a huge thanks to the many 
parent volunteers who helped set up camp and those who supported camp during the week of August 29 to 
September 2, 2016. 
 

 
 
Pictures Caption: Clockwise from top Left: Hiking the Drumlin, team building games, collecting food & water 
during the animal game, Pre-camp fire wood chopping, pre-camp tent set up, cooking with a view, camp fire 
ash as eye shadow, river time, brown furry friend (next to the shoe) who slept under a tent, stage make-up ash, 
the chase is on in the animal game, showing some muscle during tent take down. Centre: Photo of Owl Camp 
and Bow Valley from 400 ft. Thanks Michael Cadman @ Bird Construction 
 
 

 



Grade 4 – Camp Riveredge 
 

Grade 4 Camp Riveredge is located within Calgary’s river valley, downstream of the Glenmore Dam. However, once on 
site you would have no idea that this beautiful venue, a former farm, was located in the middle of our city of over 1 million 
people. For many grade 4 students this was their first time away from home or sleeping in a tent. For all grade 4’s, it was 
their first Outdoor Education trip with Connect Charter School. It was for these reasons that the grade 4 team of Mr. 
Bennett, Mrs. Kelly, Ms. Haigh and Mrs. Waite felt it was important that the trip was a great experience for all and that 
Grade 4’s had the opportunity to partake in many Connect camp traditions, with a few new additions. The campfires, one 
outdoor and one in the Teepee, where a great mixture of classic songs like This Pretty Planet, Shaving Cream and Patsy-
Ory-Ory-Ay, and new songs influenced by our staff’s time as camp counsellors, part time musicians and spontaneous 
lyrical word smiths. A personal favourite was the guitar strumming and serenading wake up provided by Mr. Bennett. 
Students also had the opportunity to get to know each other, with some friendly competition, during the Lawn Game 
Olympics. Activities like Giant Jenga, Ga-Ga Ball and Bocce, allowed tent groups to bond while competing against other 
tent groups. The grade 4’s did a great job on their first Magic Spots, and many were amazed during the night hike by their 
own night vision once away from electric lights, highlighted by the amazing contrast provided when the trees are 
illuminated for a short time and then lights again are turned off. 
 
YMCA staff like Rocky (real name Phillip) ran the students through a variety of stations on the middle day of each trip. 
Archery and the Challenge Course were notable highlights. Every student also threw themselves energetically into fort 
building, playing Teepee games and challenged themselves on the ropes course. Rocky was also instrumental in helping 
us set up the field for our movie in the park, ensuring we never ran out of propane or firewood, conducting the initial site 
tour with the grade 4’s, and putting together the Animal game stations. I’m pretty sure Rocky also arranged for the owl 
who hooted late at night on the 4.1/4.2 trip and the coyotes who did the same, only louder, for the 4.3/4.4 trip. 
 
Food is always a big focus for camps. A fed camper is a happy camper, and a fed 
camper is also a warm camper. Parent volunteers did an amazing job preparing three 
square meals a day, with a few snack breaks in between. The grade 4 students did a 
fantastic job doing the dishes! Indeed, all students at some point on the trip had their 
introduction to doing dishes at camp. Roughly speaking, this means washing, rinsing, 
sanitizing and drying the dishes and cutlery for 65 people. This makes loading or 
unloading the dishwasher look easy!     

 
In conclusion: A huge “Thank you”  goes out on behalf of the teachers and administrators at Connect to the army of 
parent volunteers that support the Outdoor Education programs at the school. Parent volunteers were present on both 
trips to cook, clean, supervise, sing, and laugh. Meanwhile, many other volunteers helped at the various work bees to 
deliver gear, set up tents, pick up water tanks, chop firewood, clean the kitchen area, move tables and eventually take 
down tents at the end of camp. These trips cannot happen without your support. Thank you! 

  
   Thank you to ATCO 

Gas for the use of 2 large 
BBQ’s, skillets and 
griddles at Camp 

Pictures Caption: 
Clockwise from top Left: 
A quick lay down during 
the night hike to hear the 
sounds of the darkened 
city, post lunch dance 
party, girls against the 
boys in Giant Jenga, Mrs. 
Waite and Ms. Haigh 
“hitting it out of the park” 
on first night campfire.�



Connect Activities in Pictures … 
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Cross country running team getting ready to race at  FFCA 

 

Grade 4’s at Camp Riveredge 

������������ �
Grade 5’s at Owl Camp, Kananaskis. �



 

Grade 8’s Water Rafting Trip in Jasper Camp �
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